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1. History is written by the winners but it can be challenged powerfully by writing counter-
histories in literary form. 
2. Literary testimonies, even in their purely fictional forms, are built on a negotiation 
between history and literature, history being an imagined one and literature being the 
way to write about it.  
3. Great literature transcends the native atmosphere it is born into, but never ignores it. 
4. Reading literary texts with gender on the agenda is an uphill task: it requires a skeptic 
position that derives questions even from simple representations and established beliefs 
that are considered as “facts” of life. 
5. If rights and freedoms are considered as gifts that are given by the state to its citizens 
and can be suspended when necessary, then people in that country tend to believe that 
they are chattel and become callous to injustice. 
6. The assumption that master and slave are as unlike as Yin and Yang evokes a polarity 
and shadows that Yin is the consequence of Yang and each of them becomes the 
otherʼs cause in succession. 
7. Evolution is not only about the “survival of the fittest”. Without interaction and 
cooperative behaviors and processes, life on Earth would be impossible.  
8. Absolute power, absolute faith and absolute love are extinguishers of intelligence.  
9. Men should be like coffee: hot, sweet and strong --Dutch proverb 
10. Digital media have replaced print media in many categories, but print media will not 
simply disappear, not until we can spill drinks on e-books safely or kill mosquitoes with 
them. 
11. Depressed people have a more accurate view of reality since they have less positive 
illusions and lack the creative self-deception both of which are more common in 
individuals with a normal mental health. 
12. The Internet provides people with an incredible amount of information poorly 
referenced and unrevised, and it creates a dangerous illusion of knowledge. 
 
 
